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When you hear of Russiq, it's easy to
imagine it as one big entity. Tolstoy,
Tchaikovsky's worldwide cultural
phenomena; on the other hand, Lenin's
communist vision and Stalin’s
imperialism. But as the biggest nation
in the world, it is also as complex as its
history, and it isn't easy to condense all
of Russia into one idea.

The war in Ukraine has brought
Russian nationalism back to the fore,
but their nationalist question has been
an age-old struggle. Russia's behavior
stems from an age-old self-victimizing
narrative: the fall of the Soviet Union
was, in part, due to the identity crisis of
the Russian people who only wanted a
nation of their own and did not find it in
the all-encompassing Soviet monster.

Today, only 20 percent of Russians
admit they do not agree with the
Kremlin's actions on Ukraine, according
to polling by the Levada Center. A
majority of those who say they “agree” is
interpreted to be stuck in a
“psychological comfort zone"—a strong
belief that whatever the country is
doing must be right. It's a defensive
mindset, one that doesn’t wish to cause
trouble, and is blinded by anxiety rather
than mindless conviction. Those who do
agree with the Ukrainian invasion are
eager to welcome the “Russian”
(Eastern) part of Ukraine back into
Russia, convinced that they are doing
the Ukrainians a favor.

Anxiety can't stay bottled up for
years. In response to conscription,
Russians all over have started up
protests. Ironically, ethnic minorities,
who we would imagine are the least
nationalistic, are facing the heaviest
conscription. Russians now are revising
what it means to be a Russian, peeling
apart the layers of their national pride.
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Recent Activities
(October)

5, 14,18, 21 Oct 2022
SEANFEBEDT-HDEBLHE
FICET -HEEERRUEE
Consultation and
Assistance for Foreign
Employees

Upcoming Activities
(November)

4,18 Nov 2022
SHET IR
Free Legal Consultation

for Foreign Residents
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4 Nov 2022
KELIHBEAFEBHEDSD
DEZERE

Assistance for
Unemployed Foreign
Laborers

12 Nov 2022
HER

Committee Meeting
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Japan's Earliest End-of-Year
Celebration
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