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Every autumn, Japan stuns residents
and visitors alike with its parks and
mountains blanketed in golden-red
hues. Starting fromm Hokkaido around
September, the temperature steadily
drops and the leaves turn color from
North to South.

For foreign visitors, Japan’s entry
restrictions remain one of the harshest,
second only to China. While it recently
loosened its daily foreigner entry cap
from 20,000 to 50,000 people, tourists of
any nationality are still required to
secure visas and book packaged “tours”
in advance of entering the country.
Such requirements seem absurd as an
extra measure of containing the virus —
Japan already has one of the highest
doubly-vaccinated rates, and only
thrice-vaccinated foreigners are
permitted to skip quarantine measures.

International tourism is a major industry
in Japan and, if allowed to reach its pre-
pandemic levels, would spell a
significant leg-up for the endlessly
devaluating yen. While visas are usually
issued in order to prove the traveller's
legitimacy, current visa restrictions
imply that Japan mistrusts enthusiastic
tourists from its closest neighbors.
Tourists from abroad are treated like
children, banned from building their
own itinerary and forced to comply with
travel agencies.

Despite the country’s top position on
the World Economic Forum'’s newest
Tourism Competitiveness ranking, with
over thirty million tourists visiting in
2019 alone, Japan fails to take

advantage of its obvious charm. Instead,
the government chooses to maintain
meaningless restrictions that reek of
xenophobia and the country’s self-
isolationist history. It's on us citizens to
ensure that we remain a trusted and
inclusive nation.
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